
D e K a l b   D i g e s tD e K a l b   D i g e s t
 
 Volume 3, Issue 13                  visit us @ dekalbcoc.wordpress.com                     March 30, 2008

Highlights FromHighlights From   
Highlighted PassagesHighlighted Passages

***************************************
"For it is written, I will destroy the 

wisdom of the wise, and will bring to  
nothing the understanding of the 

prudent" (1 Cor. 1:19)
  In  our  text,  the apostle  Paul  uses  the 
word  “prudent”.  He  stated  that  God 
would  “bring to  nothing the  understand 
of the prudent”.  This word has reference 
to the intelligence of an individual.  The 
ability of an individual to mentally “grasp 
things quickly”. At twelve years of age, 
our  Savior  displayed  prudence  in  the 
temple.  “And  all  that  heard  him  were 
astonished  at  his  understanding  and 
answers”(Luke  2:47).  Jesus  always 
displayed  this  virtue.  His  foes  were 
forever  trying  to  “trip  him up”,  but  he 
always  responded  to  their  crafty 
questions quickly with a deeply profound 
answer.  He  was  “sharp”,  as  we 
sometimes put it. 
  Paul’s teaching to the Corinthians was 
this:  man,  in  his  self-declared  wisdom 
and prudence, thought they did not need 
God,  so  God decided  to  use  something 
“simple”  to  confuse  the  “wise  of  the 
world”  –  namely,  the  preaching  of  the 
cross of Christ  as  the solution to  man’s 
sin problem. The lesson is simple: don’t 
get  so  arrogant  that  you  look  upon the 
preaching  of  the  cross  as  being  for  the 
ignorant  and  the  unlearned.  Many 
“educated”  Americans  look  upon  Bible 
believing,  Bible  practicing  people  as 
“backward” and “unfit” for any dignified 
position  in  this  society.  Therefore,  they 
cannot be saved because they “stumble” 
at  the  “foolishness”  of  the  cross(I  Cor. 
1:23).

Privileged To Serve…Privileged To Serve…
March 30th

Announcements & 1st Prayer…. Buddy Ray

Song Leader (AM & PM)...John Gibbert

Lord’s Table…. Dickie Dalby, Phillip Raney, Mitchell Weeks

Scripture Readings 
Communion.........Dickie Dalby 
Sermon.......... Charlie Gonzalez (1 Cor. 13:1-3)

Prayers  --  AM & PM
2nd prayer………Jim Reaves
Closing……….Giles Feazel

AM Sermon: Frank Plemmons
Afternoon Devotional - Frank Plemmons
***************************************************

Welcome!
The DeKalb Church of Christ is committed to 
the ‘old paths’ (Jer. 6:16). We preach Jesus 
Christ as the resurrected Son of God (I Cor. 
15:1-4) and the Bible as His revealed will for 
all nations of the earth (Mk. 16:15-16).  
   We invite you to come worship with us at 
every opportunity you may have. Should you 
desire to study the Bible with us in your home, 
please let us know. We will be happy to give 
you a Bible answer for your Bible question.
   We have two elders: Dickie Dalby and John 
Loe. These men oversee the congregation (Acts 
20:28; Heb. 13:7, 17; I Tim. 3:1ff). We also 
have three deacons - Giles Feazel, Dwayne 
Jeffery, and Jim Reaves, who serve the 
congregation in various ways (Acts 6:3; Phil. 
1:1; 1 Tim. 3:8ff). Our preacher is Michael 
Gilbert (2 Tm. 4:2).

DeKalb Church
of Christ

1265 E. Front St.
Hwy. 82 East

DeKalb, TX 75559
903-667-2388

*********************
Schedule of

Services
Sunday

Bible Study   9:30
Worship   10:25
Worship 6:00
Wednesday

Bible Study   7:00
*********************

Preacher
Michael Gilbert

69 CR 3204
DeKalb, TX 75559

903-701-6700
gilbertfamily2000@

gmail.com
*********************
What must I do to  

be saved?
1.  Hear the Gospel.
     (Rom. 10:17;Acts. 18:8)
2.  Believe in Christ.
     (Jn. 8:24; 20:30-31)
3.  Repent of my sins.
     (Acts 17:30-31)
4.  Confess my faith in 
     Christ.
     (Acts. 8:37; I Tim. 6:12)
5.  Be baptized into
     Christ.
     (Acts. 2:38; Mk. 16:16)
6.  Be faithful.
     (Rev. 2:10)

*********************
Record (3-23-08)
B.C. – 35
A.M. – 59
P.M. – 31
Wed. - 39
Offering – $1,626
Wkly Bdg. - $1,702

N e w s   &   N o t e sN e w s   &   N o t e s
*************

Shut-Ins/Extd illness - (Remember with calls, cards, prayers, visits, etc.)
Carlos Rodgers; Bessie Daniel; Paula Hodgson; Netia Ward; Neta Wilsford
Pat and Mary Ann Davis; Jean Jaggers; Homer Batchelor; DeWayne Garner; Joey 
Almaraz; Kellie Fletcher

Prayer List 
*Jean Jaggers (continues to need our encouragement and visits)
*Ricky Wilson (still taking it easy after surgery, but doing well)
*Jack Williams (at home recovering from back surgery)
*Letha Robbins (doctors have ruled out cancer, but had more tests last Thursday 
and will have more tests this Thurs., still haven't told her much up to this point)
*Darrin Cowley (diagnosed with stage 4 cancerous tumor on his heart, he has a 
wife and 3 children; he works for Craig Loe)
*Mike Rhoden (diagnosed with brain tumor which is wrapped around his brain 
stem; 1st cousin of Buddy Ray)
*Donna Harp (recovering from cancer surgery; co-worker of Wendy Salinas)
*Martha Shifflet (diagnosed with cancer; she lives across from Benny & Paula, 
and she is Wade Burns' mother)
*Linda Batchelor (she has an appointment at MD Anderson Monday and one in 
Dallas on Tuesday.  She is having tests run on her lower abdomen to see whether 
she has cancer.)

Announcements
*Birthdays:Wendy Salinas (3rd) and Joe Strain (4th)
*Fellowship Meal following the morning services.
*Evening Services following the fellowship meal.
*Ladies' Bible Class will not meet today. The class will resume next Sunday.
*The last Bible Bowl event for the 2007-2008 season will be April 14 @ 7pm (be 
reading & studying Matt. 25 - 28).

Brotherhood Events(see bulletin board for flyers)
*Gospel Meeting @ Westside in Idabel, March 30-April 4
*Memphis School of Preaching Lectures - March 30 - April 3.
*Gospel Meeting @ N. Jefferson - March 30-April 2, with an area-wide men's 
dutch-treat luncheon @ Western Sizzlin' (12 noon Monday). Sun. - Wed. @ 7pm.
*Prom Alternative @ the Franklin County Airport facilities,  on April 4th. This 
formal event is presented for all the Christian teens who refused to partake of the 
activities of their school's Prom. There will be a fancy good meal, live 
entertainment, and a professional photographer. Contact the Richard & Wendy 
Rutledge (903) 537-4645.
*Gospel Singing @ Mt. Vernon - April 5th @ 7 PM.  Refreshments will be 
served afterwards.
*Bible Bowl of Northeast Texas - April 14th @ 7pm. (read often Matt. 25-28).
*2nd Annual Young Men's Retreat @ Beaver's Bend Youth Camp #2, sponsored 
by the Broken Bow church of Christ, May 16th - May 18th.



of preaching, "The preacher is to deal with sin, both in the lives of his unsaved hearers and  
in those of the saints to whom he ministers, and he is to do it in no uncertain tones. The word  
"sin" is not enough in the vocabulary of our preaching today." (Weust, Vol. 2, p. 155). God 
told Habakkuk, "Write the vision, and make it plain upon tables, that he may run that  
readeth it." (Hab. 2:2). Such is the task of a "man of God" today - make the preaching plain 
so people will understand and prepare for the coming judgment day (Acts 17:30-31). Don't 
just mention  the generic word "sin" and expect people to "get it". The nature of reproving 
and rebuking demands that preachers and teachers remove platitudes from their messages. It 
should also be noted that this command to "reprove and rebuke" in no way grants any 
preacher the right to be rude, mean-spirited, or uncaring toward his audience. There is a 
great difference between the straightforward, blunt, plain preaching that God requires of His 
men, and the rudeness that is so characteristic of our society. The preaching that pleases God 
and saves men must, of necessity, be patterned after the preaching of Jesus, the apostles, and 
the prophets. Jesus once preached to the religious leaders of His day, "Ye serpents, ye  
generation of vipers, how can ye escape the damnation of hell?" (Mt. 23:33). But, the same 
Man who preached such a "hell fire and brimstone sermon" also preached, "Come unto me,  
all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest..." (Mt. 11:28).

   Jesus, the perfect preacher, demonstrated that there is a softer, more tender side of 
preaching the gospel...and it is described by the word "exhort". We see, then that God 
demands of His men a mixture "...of severity and gentleness" (Wuest, 155). In the work of 
exhorting, the preacher does more than just "ask" his audience to conform their lives to 
Jesus' teaching. He lovingly begs them, pleads with them, urges them. Paul "exhorted" both 
Euodias and Syntyche to "...be of the same mind in the Lord" (Phil. 4:2 - the Greek word for 
'beseech' in this passage, is the same Greek word translated 'exhort' in 2 Tim. 4:2). Paul also 
'exhorted' the brethren at Thessalonica to "...increase more and more" in their love for one 
another (1 Thes. 4:10). The meaning of the word 'exhort' can be seen in how it has been 
translated in different verses - "comfort" (1 Thes. 4:18; Eph. 6:22), "intreat" (1 Tim. 5:1), 
and "desired" (2 Cor. 8:6). John the Immerser's preaching was described by Luke as 
"exhortation" to the people (Lk. 3:18) and "reproof" toward Herod for his adulterous 
marriage (Lk. 3:19). One gets the impression, then, that the type of preaching that is used 
(reprooving, rebuking, or exhorting) is dictated by the circumstances at hand.

   Indeed, gospel preachers and teachers have a heavy burden to bear because of God's 
solemn charge to "preach the word". James succinctly wrote, "Not many of you should 
become teachers, my brothers, for you know that we who teach will be judged with greater  
strictness." (Jam. 3:1, ESV). Preachers, teachers - remember that, "it is a fearful thing to fall  
into the hands of the living God" (Heb. 10:31), so give special attention to your ministry. 
God has declared you worthy to preach/teach the word, but never take that responsibility lightly!

   Next week, we will notice the final compelling reason that preaching should be held in 
high esteem among God's people today (even drastically increased!) - because of the 
tendency to drift from the Truth (2 Tim. 4:3-4). 

Preaching Should Be Increased (or, Kill the Church - Downplay Preaching) 
by Michael Gilbert (part 5 in a series)

   Over the last few weeks, we have been talking about preaching.

   Our comments have been centered around Paul's charge to Timothy, "Preach the word..." (2 
Tim. 4:2). All of second Timothy chapter 3, and the first six verses of chapter 4, hinge on this  
solemn charge (MacArthur). Timothy, "preach the word" because of the perilous times in 
which we live (3:1)...because of the godly examples of preachers that have gone before you 
(3:10-14)...and because of your knowledge of the Scriptures and their saving power (3:15).

   Let's notice, from 2 Tim. 4:1-2, a fourth reason Timothy was charged with preaching the 
gospel. It deals with the solemn command of God, "I charge thee therefore before God, and the 
Lord Jesus Christ...preach the word". Brethren, that's heavy language...and a heavy burden to 
bear for any preacher or teacher! The rest of the verse says that Jesus, "...will judge the quick 
and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom" (4:1). To put it in language we can all 
understand..."Preach the Word, Timothy, because God the Father and Jesus the Son are 
watching - and Jesus will judge you one day". Good preachers will shudder at this thought, 
being plagued with their own sense of humanity, frailty and worthlessness. However, faithful 
preachers will still preach, laboring under the command of God, and not the praises, 
complaints, and/or whims of his audience, lest he fall out of God's favor, for Paul also wrote, 
"For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet pleased men, I  
should not be the servant of Christ." (Gal. 1:10).

   God instructs His preacher's to do three things, the first being "kerusson ton logon" - "preach 
the word". Kerusson (the Greek word for "preach" in this passage) means to herald God's 
message "with a suggestion of formality, gravity, and an authority which must be listened to  
and obeyed" (Thayer's Greek/English Lexicon of the NT, p. 346). Ever wonder why preachers 
(and/or Bible class teachers) are often called 'hard-headed' and why it's sometimes said of them 
that "he thinks it is his way or no way"? It could be because they are seeking to obey this 
command of God! Before we judge our preachers and teachers too harshly, let's make sure we 
understand where they are coming from - they are God's heralds, proclaiming a message for the 
King, not themselves. Contrary to popular belief, preachers don't "get a kick" out of preaching 
hard, confrontational sermons. In fact, most preachers probably spend days and sometimes 
weeks agonizing over the hard sermons they will eventually have to preach - but, when that 
day arrives they are compelled by God to stand up and boldly declare God's message in no 
uncertain terms. This is the nature of preachers and kerusson (preaching).

   The second part of God's solemn command deals with reproving and rebuking sin . Preaching 
and teaching God's word, therefore, is confrontational and corrective in nature. Isn't this the 
side of preaching that got John the baptizer beheaded? Weust has written concerning this side 
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